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May Oldenbourg, Zoe. The World Not Enough. Pan- small accomplishment. For there feuding the man- 
1948. theon. May 24, 1948. 499p. $3.75. ner archaic Hatfields and McCoys when Ansiau cas- 
translation from the French which was originally Alis’ brother Baldwin. feed his household, pay 


his debts and mortgages, Ansiau goes annually Troyes 
win some money the jousting games. Like any poor 

baron, rich for that matter, spends all his leisure 
crossbreeds medieval romance, sans the elegance 


time the hunt while the ladies, when not otherwise 
1948. courtly love and troubadors, with realism the earthy 
sense the word, produce hybrid Forsythe Saga occupied with the children, learn the art spinning and 


the published Argile “Clay,” far more significant 
than the present one), The World Not Enough 


with touches U.S.A. out twelfth century soil. That sewing. soldier’s life away from home produces some 


accurate description the author’s part, while 

Zoe Oldenbourg understands the lot the poor baron 
she has read the sources and utilized them great advan- impos 
15, pages. But somewhere, somehow, the author’s flint fails 
15, strike fire. The sweep, the color and the mad 


the rude surgery, leeches, superstitions, filtres, potions 
the period gli ers briefly here charms, witchcraft and even the rare occasions bathing, 


1948. all find their place this broad tapestry life the 
While the surge and swell, the moiling, roiling hum Middle Ages. 
men, the pageantry of, say Zofia Kossak’s Angels the 
Dust are somewhat wanting, still Zoe Oldenbourg does 
masterful re-creation the muddy courtyards and the 
smoky, halls the barn-like baronial manors those 
days. Her people too, are very real and their actions 
very human the telling the tale Ansiau the 
Younger Linnieres and his bride Alis Piuseaux, their 
teen-age marriage, their children, their devotion and infi- 
The siege Acre and Joppa which Ansiau 
and his sons participate during the Second Crusade con- Whether such version, unquestionably authentic one, 
stitutes the high point writing the story and can well will provide deeper, more pleasurable experience than 
stand comparison with almost any other fictionalized ver- the elaborated view, left for the adult reader 


The World Not Enough succeeds stripping the aura 
delicate sunset imposed upon our late romanti- 
cists from period all too often presented the light 
gossamer dreams instead the iron fact was, replete 
with inconveniences. effort made charm the 
reader into sighing for Tristan every charger and 
Iseult every machicolated tower. Nor are the exploits 
narrated precisely those Tennysonian Gallahad. 


sion that fight. decide according his tastes. 

one way another, every phase medieval life Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
portrayed with the result that the author’s representation Department Romance Languages, 
the times emerges integral and integrated. This University Scranton 
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White, Leonard The Federalists; Study Ad- 
ministrative History. Macmillan. May 25, 1948. 
538p. $6.00. 


The Constitution from the moment that was ratified 
the people the several Colonies superseded the Con- 
federacy, becoming the supreme law the land. that 
moment the United States was juridically formed. The 
Founding Fathers had given government the people, 
which they, turn, accepted; but was only paper gov- 
ernment. was government, Marshall said “of 
enumerated powers”. was not code law. did 
not specify detail the lawful actions its three depart- 
ments. Their operations had precedents. The Con- 
stitution was only framework upon which must built 
enduring and substantial superstructure. 


Three branches government, the legislative, the judicial 
and the executive had been created. was gov- 
ernment delicate balances and checks. translate 
this paper government into existing political reality 
with the substance life and efficiency was the formidable 
task Washington, Hamilton, Jefferson, Adams and the 
First Congress. How this political transformation was 
permanently executed historically described Professor 
White the subtitled Study Ad- 
ministrative 

The problems the first Congress, the dealings Wash- 
ington with that Congress; his creation several depart- 
ments; his relationship with their respective heads and 
subordinates; the unification the Country under the 
guiding genius Hamilton formed part the historical 
challenge which drew forth the response administra- 
tive system, well established before the third president 
came into office. 


his treatment the emergence the administrative 
system, Professor White has axe grind. formu- 
lates theories his own. does not become side- 
tracked the Hamilton-Jefferson feud but with few 
masterful strokes presents the theories, discussions and 
actions the main characters. They speak through 
the the State Papers and the copius letters 
the president, members Congress and the depart- 
ment heads. these documents see their problems 
and read their solutions. This the first time that the 
have been studied solely from administra- 
tive viewpoint. The author has made real contribution 
political science. student present-day administra- 
tive-governmental agencies can afford ignore it. 
truly scholarly work. 

This book has both title and sub-title. avoid con- 
fusion and preserve its dignified position the name 
suggested that this book known and 
catalogued its sub-title, Study Administrative 


History”. 
Arthur North, 
Department Philosophy, 
University Scranton 
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Mackinder, Dorothy. The Wandering Osprey. 
Bruce. June 1948. 


love that fears morrow, 
Nor the grey wandering osprey Yeats. 


White Mackinder Walsh 


Best 
june 


The author’s very sincere thesis that selflessness and 
God and neighbor reward the individual 
redeem his fellows. But also possible read into 
novel the cynically contrary thesis that nothing succeed 
like worldly success, nor fails thoroughly 
failure. 


For when Pierre Hirondelle returned Belle Prix, 
childhood home, bury the young woman had 
friended Paris, found himself involved 
which separated him from his true love and drove hin 
back Paris company with old roue and perver, 
Six seven years later when his novel had brought 
world fame, his brother’s wife who had calumniated him 
his true-love’s cousin who had wantonly 
and her mother who had come between them, all thre 
had change heart and repaired the wrong they 
done him. Whereupon the village learned that the 
roue had died, penitent, Benedictine monk’s robe 
Pierre’s brother and the latter’s wife are reconciled, 
spite the fact had not fathered her unborn 
The little cousin decided give her wanton 
and bear her husband child. His sweetheart restored 
Pierre the very gates convent, and best all she 
has not been disinherited after all. 


This superficial little story whose theme better than 
its technique. The action jerky; the characters change 
nature violently, the author pulls now one 
another string. seldom see them living their 
but are told about them the author, with the 
exception the flirtatious young girl. 
Some the traditions and conventions popularly ascribed 
the French way life (e.g. free extra-marital 
area fundamental part the story, well the 
man’s expletive, “My But aside from these 
straws for bricks, there feeling for the national 
ting—the action could easily have place 
don the small provincial French village 
Since said Miss Mackinder has never been outside} 
her native England, this understandable. Her lack 
subtlety, the other hand, may due the fact she| 
claims she has clear well-formed idea about her 
work before she starts; characters and plot emerge and 
shape she writes. 


Her treatment reverent and dogmatically sound. 
fortunately, also unconvincing and dull. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* * 


Walsh, Edmund Total Power. Doubleday. May 
27, 1948. 373p. $5.00. 


“Why could not your government send some experienced 
American, such Isaiah Bowman leading geographer 
now president John Hopkins University) Owen 
Lattimore (an expert the Far East); then, too, there 
much against and whose writings have collected. 
Any one these men would understand what had 
meant and what endeavored achieve 
politics.” complained Karl Haushofer, self-professed 
interrogator. Much later was discover 
American officer whom complained, consultant 
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the Office Chief Counsel, U.S.A., Nuremberg, 
was Father Edmund Walsh, S.J., Georgetown Uni- 
versity, the very priest had mentioned. This striking 
incident one many the dramatic chapters opening 
Father Walsh’s most recent book. his further ex- 
with the German geopolitician make fascinating 
reading even their sudden and tragic culmination 
through the double suicide the brooding Haushofer 
and his wife. That Father Walsh understands Haus- 
hofer’s geopolitics and what endeavored achieve 
ably demonstrated the ensuing pages this book, 
the first volume projected work three. This first 
phase the work goes beyond German geopolitics “an 
inquiry into the concept power externalized ex- 
pression intellect and attempts trace the evolution— 
and devolution—of power forms, together with study 
the causes leading (v) 


This mere post-war commentary but the seasoned 
product study initiated over twenty years ago. Con- 
crete sociopolitical realities are the author’s concern and 
from the detailed case histories political 
Europe, Asia, and America, subjected scientific analysis, 
reflections and conclusions are made the behaviour 
power structures their birth, growth, maturity, and 
collapse. chapter the abuse power under 
Nazism indelibly impresses the reader with the enormity 
viciousness which can emerge when power ideology, 
germinated distorted philosophy man, catches on, 
inspires movement, and then spreads fungus-like over 
entire social system. The author does not rest content 
with probing the anatomies power and revolution, but 
goes trace the tips their roots remote cultural 
deposits. there gratifying pause evaluate 
the light Christian social principles, detecting the 
error but the same time pointing out the partial truth 
which too often passed over silence. The geopolitical 
aspect recurrent theme even the dynamic assess- 
ment America’s responsibilities the atomic age, 
imperative. 

The book’s abundant documentation with primary source 
material and the author’s indication that there still 
wealth such materials Nazi Germany yet sifted 
admirably heightens its appeal students 
search. Yet the book not destined for restricted class 
readers. Father Walsh comes his task equipped with 
literary talent and marked facility for clearly 
intelligible presentation which makes this first volume 
both attractive and enlightening reading. Those who read 
will undoubtedly look forward expectantly the other 
two preparation. 


Lovett, Robert Morss. All Our Years. Viking. May 
24,1948. 373p. $3.75. 

the fine list autobiographical writings onetime 
teachers English literature college and university— 
one thinks Mary Ellen Chase’s Goodly Fellowship, 
Esther Cloudman Dunn’s Pursuit Understanding, Bliss 
Perry’s And Gladly Teach, William Lyon Phelps’ Auto- 
biography, and Wilbur Cross’ Connecticut Yankee 
which recent American literature boasts, this self-written 
life creditable addition. many generations col- 


lege students, and even early graduate workers, fever- 


Lovett 


ishly boning facts for M.A. exams, “Moody and 
Lovett,” the history English literature which this 
author worked with the poet William Vaughn Moody, 
has been helpful compendium. Like Cross, 
Lovett combined literature with politics, and this reviewer 
confesses coming the autobiography with some animus 
against Lovett because the direction—to use sympa- 
thetic word, “liberal,” and less sympathetic one, “left- 
his political and social thinking has con- 
stantly taken. 


And “liberal” men and women and their causes occupy 
large part the book, for Lovett knew and worked with 
the early New Republic group, with the founders the 
Civil Liberties Union, the the defenders Sacco 
and Vanzetti, with Jane Addams and her Hull House 
group, and with Socialist and Communist organizations 
when seemed expedient, though Lovett himself not 
thorough-going Marxist—only sadly naive his hope 
achieving social and political progress through co-opera- 
tion with communism. 

Those incidents the United States’ immediate past out 
which Communists have for decades made the most 
capital, find large part these pages—the Tom Mooney 
case, the Chicago Memorial Day riot (in “liberal” terms, 
always referred the and, always most 
importance, the case Sacco and Vanzetti. inter- 
esting, this last connection, note that Prof. Lovett 
carefully refrains from mentioning that one the most 
admired “liberals” our time, after carefully sifting all 
the evidence, was unable feel the pair innocent—Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, the jurist, thought them deserving 
death. 


But one cannot conclude that there has been anything 
self-seeking dishonesty anti-Americanism about the 
“liberal” career the autobiographer; perhaps best 
and pass the more rewarding parts—for there are 
many—of this book. Chicagoans especially will the 
accounts the early years their University highly 
entertaining—the portraits early faculty and student 
body members are numerous and fine, and cite only 
examples Dr. Lovett’s presentation founder-President 
Harper, Chaucerian John Manly, and the late 
Rand, the great Harvard Classicist, student. 

The Chicago literary period the early days the cen- 
tury very well done, but was the University circle 
that Lovett knew best and, apparently ,loved most. The 
genesis the Moody-Lovett book described, and fine 
portrait given William Vaughn Moody. 

all Prof. Lovett’s experience has been continental, 
for government service called him from the States, first 
Secretary the Governor the Virgin Islands, then 
educational consultant Puerto Rico; recent stories about 
frenzied emigration from Puerto Rico not prepare one 
for Prof. Lovett’s affectionate remembrances the terri- 
tory and his enthusiastic description its academic life. 
final group Appendices relate Prof. Lovett’s gov- 
ernment service and Congressional investigations into 
his potential dangerousness political liberal. these 
need only said that Appendix giving the dialog 
between Lovett and Representative Norrell the investi- 
gating sub-committee, very sad picture what one 
must hope not representative congressional mentality. 
Except for regrettable lapses taste, particularly refer- 


ences Our Lord and Catholicism (e.g., its intransi- 
gence the matter birth-control), and with the under- 
standing that Lovett errs sadly his underestimation 
the dangers Communism and sadly over-estimates 
liberalism” social nostrum—the book can recom- 
mended all except the most immature readers, and 
highly unlikely that such readers would attracted 
professorial reminiscence. 

Bernard Theall, OSB., 

Reference Librarian, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Wodehouse, Spring Fever. Doubleday. May 
20, 1948. 223p. $2.44. 
Pelham Grenville Wodehouse back production 


again. One forced believe, though, that the re- 
tooling process some the old edge has been lost. His 
latest Spring Fever plunges anew into never-never 
land impecunious earls, scurrilous (shades Jeeves!) 
butlers, unrequited lovers, doting fathers, purse control- 
ling sisters, and hen- pecked husbands. But the spark, the 
dash, the éclat rire, the pristine vigour longer 
there. 

Anyone who has read such classics Wodehouseiana 
Leave Smith, Uncle Fred the Springtime 
Carry On, Jeeves knows (and for one who hasn’t, this 
good advice) that well-ordered plot secondary mat- 
ter. What really counts Wodehouse’ unequalled ver- 
bal humour. Francis Connolly “Literature, the Chan- 
nel Culture” quotes Max Beerbolm saying that P.G. 
has “the purest style the English language.” Spring 
Fever has the same zany plot. humour, however, 
never reaches its former heights. 

morose castle, Beevor name, turns out the 
center activity. There are three indescribably compli- 
cated love affairs. One involves Lord Shortlands, who 
looks more butlerish than earlish appearance, and 
Mervin Spink, his butler, who the reverse mein and 
deportment. Both vie for the hand Mrs. Punter, the 
cook. very mercenary cook she causing end 
mental torture servant and master. hustling young 
American press agent and Lady Teresa, the Earl’s daugh- 
ter, provide the substance the second, and third 
affaire coeur involves two Americans, the parties 
the first and second part being respectively Stanwood Cob- 
bold, scion, and Eileen Stoker, actress. 


bit reflection this volume, and one sees approach- 
ing fulfillment the dour Spengler’s predictions con- 
cerning the decline the Earls rivalling butlers 
les affaires coeur—unheard of. What’s more that 
Lord Shortland’s impecuniosity lacks the gay abandon 
other Wodehousian peers the realm who former 
times were ever heard put for that which talks and keenly 
interested share-the-wealth programs. One sees 
implication that the deadly pall socialism has even 
penetrated into those priceless nervana the hinterlands 
which heretofore had only been disturbed kidnap- 
ping occasional pig racking session two with 
ferocious female relative. 

Moreover, harsh words could directed the master 
butler’s behaviour. immortal Jeeves, had 
been cognizant the rannygazoo Mervin Spink, and 


Wodehouse Murphy 


one Augustus Robb, the personal valet Stanwood, 
American friend would have recoiled 
word the Master would have used similar 
stances. 


You may answer these are but the personal 
the reviewer. True, they are, but I’m inclined 
that the faithful supporter the Master will look 
disfavor upon all. 


more penetrating criticism concerns itself with 
house’s incomparable mots esprit. Precisely becaus 
his humour this genre makes difficult 
him. Suffice say that Spring Fever contains such 
gems abundance “Psst went the bush which 
hitherto been silent,” great calm came over 
toes.” John Lardner recent review indicated, wel 
are the twilight the Master’s career. For anyo 
who familiar with the golden period, Spring Fever wil 
disappointment. 
Thomas 
University Scranton 


Doubleday. May 20, 1948. 272p. $3.00. 


taking the aphorism “Truth stranger than 
and applying the novelized form the fact life, 
Murphy has introduced type biography that 
singularly free both the trappings scholarship and 
the “airy nothings” pure imagination. The result 
delicate realism—if such term 
blends happily the history human being with 
sensitive and sensible re-creation the that 
made the history what was. 
Eva pre-World War Paris, was late 
temporary the immortal Sarah Bernhardt. From 
childhood poverty she rose through pain, 
ment and sheer force genius heights where the} 
Parisian theatrical world bowed adoration her feet.| 
child she had seen her drunken father fire the shot 
that killed her mother and she had watched terror 
while turned the pistol himself. the peak 
her success, when Paris followed her fashion décor 
and dress, she had borne daughter out wedlock, 
child whom she showered everything that money 
could buy, but whose love she lost while busy with the 
affairs the stage. Jeanne, her little girl, grew with 
Lesbian tendencies, milked her mother whatever mone 
she could, and remained scandalous her 
mother’s heart until the end. 
More than this, Mademoiselle Lavalliére tells the 
ings grace love starved soul. Eve had everything 
the world could offer and yet deep her heart hearts, 
she realized that what she had was nothing. Gradually 
she turned God. Severing all connections with the 
tinsel and glitter her former existence, she sought 
prayer and penance the peace and fulfillment love. 
Hers was the divine restlessness Augustine saying 
hou has made for Thee and our heart troubled 
till comes rest Thee.” 
Nor did peace come easily. was the tabloid press 
offering conjecture and canard Eve’s sudden disap- 
pearance from the stage. Was she drug addict 
going cure? The mistress German Seeking more 
publicity pious stunts? 


Painful was this notoriety, 
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far more painful was that within the fold which she 
had returned repentant. The Carmel could not would 
not receive her. The convent was not for her. When 
fnally, she finds some outlet for good assisting Arch- 
bishop Lemaitre his hospital for the Tunisian Moslems, 
her health breaks down. She dies after two excruciating 
operations performed without anaesthesia upon her failing 
her passing one can almost hear the words 
the Hound Heaven: 


All which took from thee did but take, 
Not for thy harms, 
But just that thou might’st seek arms. 
All which thy child’s mistake 
Fancies lost, have stored for thee home: 
Rise, clasp hand, and come!” 
Mademoiselle Lavalliére makes pretence being one 
the “great” books, but the type reading that can 
recommended groups any age, any faith, 
any time. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
University Scranton 


Guardia, Fiorello The Making In- 
surgent. Lippincott. May 19, 1948. 222p. $2.75. 


The Guide Practical Politics, Anecdoted might well 
serve the title this partial autobiography the 
Quixote—with-a-punch” former mayor New York. 
chicanery, ranging from ward-heeling interna- 
tional financial manipulations, including inter-party deals, 
judicial ethics, “honest graft,” and political appointments, 
the grist for interesting political conclusions. party 
minority cannot help being good and pure.” “Law 
all right long big interests are not disturbed.” 
“Some the secretaries know law. Most 
them know the district leaders.” “Money and 
itself just cannot win campaign.” 

This volatile New York-born son immigrant parents 
traces his political education through his youth 
Army camp, where acquired, among other 
things, his dislike for “tinhorns.” His father’s retirement, 
return Trieste and eventual death from the “embalmed 
beef” the Spanish American War gave him inquisi- 
tional outlook war profiteers. Consular service 
Budapest, Trieste and Fiume while his ’teens and early 
twenties furnished, besides romantic escapade two, 
language facility and understanding the European 
mentality. These were invaluable aids not only his 
three years interpreter Ellis Island but winning 
the votes his polyglot lower East Side 14th Congres- 
sional District. Consul, interpreter, night school trained 
legalist, labor lawyer for the striking clothing workers, 
arbitrator their 1913 strike, coadjutor Sidney Hillman 
the formation the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
America, ward worker for the minority Republican 
machine: these were all steps political training and 
advancement. Amazing the machine preconceded 
1914 congressional election, was rewarded with post 
Deputy Attorney General. Conscientious, where 
consciences were not valued, was enlightened, the 
hard way, the relation laws vested interests. 
Successful, the embarrassment his fellow Machia- 
vellian Republicans, knock-down 1916 campaign, the 


halls Congress found him vocal and pointed 
had been the Bowery campaigns. World War and 
Guardia began their Congressional careers together: 
Guardia lasted longer and was more bombastic. Bal- 
ancing his vote for the draft with his own enlistment 
the air corps, readily found was not handicap 
Congressman while soldier. Bombadier the 
Italian front American-Italian squadron, Con- 
gressman Guardia his red tape slashing commands 
were tolerated, though Major Guardia might easily 
have been busted. His most effective work was ad- 
dressing mass meetings, his own responsibility case 
failure, hold Italy the war until American troops 
could arrive. Amazingly successful, was replaced 
the American Expeditionary Force time for him 
return New York for political fence mending 1918, 
second term Congress, and the opportunity strike 
war profiteers. 


Unfortunately, Guardia was only able bring his auto- 
biography from 1888 1919 before his death 1947. 
his own definition, “Not comply and accept the 
established custom, things they are, and raise 
howl and kick, brands one insurgent,” and was 
brand that proudly bore. Honest enough admit his 
faults, egotistical enough take just little more than 
his full credit, the case medical inspections for 
European emigrants, religiously sensitive enough omit 
mentioning his mother’s Jewish faith, his father’s lack 
religion his own belief, learned his lessons well 
enough have even his political enemies admit, “Yeah, 
the little guy’s honest, but only with money.” com- 
bined the elements musical comedy figure, street 
corner urchin and highly efficient political reformer. 
With interest and profit any reader may follow through 
these too brief pages the career Sir Galahad 
sombrero. 
Peter Hogan, 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, 


Washington, 


Miers, Earl Schenck and Richard Brown. Gettys- 
burg. Rutgers University Press. May 17, 1948. 
308p. $3.50. 

Perhaps professional historian might not find this book 
particularly rewarding remarkable. attempts solve 
none the great problems the battle Gettysburg. 
dabbler History and browser the past, the pres- 
ent reviewer found fascinating and compelling its in- 
terest. choosing Gettysburg the authors chose wisely 
and well. Little Round Top marked the high tide the 
Confederacy—and whatever romance war can have (and 
think has some, despite General Sherman) came 
flower Gettysburg. And the “IFS” and the “MIGHT- 
HAVE-BEENS” entrance historians, stud 
battle stars stud the Milky Way. 

Great biography, was told long ago, the supreme way 
study History. Actually this little book the biography 
battle, told through many eyes and many hands. 
And the eyes and hands belong man, woman and child, 
private, General and non-combatant. want 
know what Gettysburg meant actuality and not merely 
history, you want know what the lad with the 
musket, the man the horse and the fellow the farm- 


| 


you want 


house felt, then read this little book. 
and dare the 


know what our poor humanity can 
dogged path duty, then open its pages. For even the 
dullard History will hold absorbing interest. 
real ecomium the end—to scemed all too 
short. course recommended all. 


John Lenny, 
Scranton School 


Feuchtwanger, Lion. Power. Viking. May 17, 
1948. 424p. $3.00. 
Lion Feuchtwanger has long been acknowledged master 
the field historical fiction. Proud Destiny year 
ago climaxed career more than twenty years sub- 
stantial production his chosen métier. Now the Viking 
Press reissues the novel that brought him his first accolade. 
Published Munich 1925 under the title Siiss, 
made its appearance America just one year 
later. The present edition comes timely moment 
least far public interest concerned, for the novel 
builds upon two themes contemporary import, state 
authoritarianism and freedom conscience, with third 
much bruited modern theme anti-antisemitism slightly 
Josef Siiss Oppenheimer evinces such business foresight 
dealing with colossal sums gold that, though Jew 
eighteenth century Germany, can still play Croesus 
among the nabobs the aristocracy. Greedy but not 
lustful but without bacchanalian exce the 
man possesses the unerring genius essential all finan- 
ciers, the metaphysical directs him when plunge and 
when refrain affairs money. Renowned for his 
acumen, receives offer from Isaac Lanc auer share 
undertaking that consists primarily salvaging 
foreign investment much possible the wealth 
Duke Eberhard’s rejected mistress, Countess cast off 
after thirty years dalliance. Siiss sees the contact, 
golden opportunity for climbing higher spheres. 
The negotiations for the Countess bring him the notice 
the Duke and effectuate his appointment Minister 
Finance—this through the judicious placement enor- 
mous loans the disposal His Excellency the Duke. 
His position becomes even stronger the death Eber- 
hard Ludwig when the heir Karl Alexander assumes the 
reins government. Now the theme power germinat- 
ing for years within his crafty brain fructifies hundred- 
fold dandles the youth his intellectual knee 
and proceeds excise authority from one ministry after 
another and arrogate himself. Following the method 
gradually manouvers the whole economy the Wurtem- 
berg Duchy into his own hands, makes territorial expan- 
sions, gnaws away what not his, but with this differ- 
ence that stands content the literal power behind 
the throne. the end Karl Alexander bears the title 
Duke but the Duchy much the same sense 
intended Louis Quatorze with his famous dictum 
“L’Etat c’est 
Counterpoint the theme power beats the rhythm 
the theme conscience. Strangely enough, this inner 
tempo, the undertones and overtones rather than the 
forthright trumpeting external success, that reveals the 
magnitude, the radical strength Siiss Oppenheimer’s 
character. For refuses forswear his Hebrew birth- 


esses, 


Codi 


Feuchtwanger Mailer 


Best 


right, even the face incaluculable material gain 
what perhaps greater moment, even the face 


possible social prestige and acceptability. Stiss who dog 
not hesitate play the pander for his Duke, stops cold 


every sell out betray this 
citadel his integrity. less intransigent 
the way smooths out for him the discovery that 
father was Gentile. core hardness, some 
pillar deep within his being holds him rudely his 


he 


delegation his brethren beg him 


behalf Jecheskel Seligmann Freudenthal, 
terference would political blund ler his part. 


Vienna, the Estates will mingle the dispute. 
opportunte for request his (i.e., Freudenthal’s) 
charge.” This the hard reply practical rolitics 
makes the delegation, but force maieure 
found impossible break down the last reservation 
his self-respect. 


save 


This reservation, this virtuous flaw otherwise com 
pletely pragmatic and amoral character, 
about the undoing Josef Oppenheimer. her 
Catholic convert—for reasons marriage—Karl 
coup against the 


ander plots with his 
estants his territories, coup incidentally, about whic 
unaware innocent, spur 


play the totally 
the accumulated powers that 
nnica 


him with visions 
accrue him. forges the weapons tyra 
despotism only turn them against the petty despot 
revealing the conspiracy the very last moment 
nobles the opposition. 


this stroke, freedom worship maintained 
Duchy, Karl Alexander dies fit 
tration and the enemies Siiss rise imprison him as: 
con One man knows Siiss role the 

the plot but Siiss has sworn him silence. Alone, 
enveloped peace that bespeaks penance, 
endures prison and torture until his death 


scaffold. 


With the easy skill evident his later works, 
Feuchtwanger lends the panoramic view history 
the focus individual protagonist 
neither protagonist nor historical perspective suffer the 
combination. There dryness his writing and 
can impart quality his work that gives ton 

and timbre that rings like symphony above the cater 


wauling his adolescent contemporaries. 


afraid, 


narrow 


Department Romance Languages, 
University Scranton 
hart. May 721p. $4.00. 
they had forgotten everything; they did not think 
themselves individual men any longer. They wet 


merely envelopes suffering. They had forgotten 
the patrol, about the war, their past, they had even for 
gotten the earth they had just climb ed. The men 
them were merely vague irritating cles which 
they blundered. The hot glaring sky and the burnin 
Their minds scurried abou' 


rock were far more intimate. 
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inside their bodies like rodents maze, concentrating 
first the quivering overworked limb 
then the smarting sore, became buried for 
many minutes the agony drawing another breath.” 


hese are the members reconnaissance squad, half the 
sts The Naked and the Dead, the last stages 
total dissolution. The Pacific campaign against Ano- 
popei island has been leading this end with the 
inevitability time. Driven their Sergeant, 

lean, blood-hungry Croft—who has brought them 
atrol that later 
been utterly fruitless, unnecessary and 
resent the 
the inc li- 


men rep 


laniation 


war. Fear, pain, hatred, bewilderment and the need 
have ground their being the teeth the 


machinery combat until all distinctions personality 
have been submerged the agregate identity suffering 
en. 

here plot The Naked and the Dead, just the 
beginning, middle and end one little operation, dot 
map global What creates its tension 
and unfolds its larger dramatic con: equences lies the 
reaction, the laying bare character conflict, like raw 
nerves under the surgeon’s knife. Big easy going Wilson 
the South, good natured animal with obscene 


bee 


catches bullet his belly and through the lucid 


the fact his 
slums Boston, 


moments his delirium lies baffled 
Roughneck Gallagher out the 


aying. 


hating Croft yet fearing him, and hating himself because 


fear, occasions the only poignant episode book 
core hardness, when continues receive 


letters written weeks before his wife who died child- 


it of frus 
him 


nance, 


tory with 


onist anc 
Ter the 
and 
ton 
the cater 


think 
hey 
ten abou 
even 
ied 


birth. “The first one came few days after Father Leary 
had told him about her death; had been mailed almost 
month been worrying about you, Roy, 
alw ays angrie about erything, and pray for 
every night. love you much when think 
sy, only sometimes can’t believe that it’s going 
soon’.” Finally, “Roy, honey, the 
letter write for coupel days, the pain started 
ittle while ago, and Jamie went down get Dr. 
I’m awful scared cawse said I’m going 
time...” Gallagher watching his wife die 
s dead. 
Minetta pre insanity endeavor escape return 
duty after superficial wound. 
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es 
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hates the army, hates anyone and anything which 
can transfer the onus his shame and cowardice. Polack 
has been “figurin’ the angles” since the ripe old age six, 
“operator” the army sense the word. Julio Mar- 
Mexican from San Antonio, the best scout 
outfit, proud American whom the rest ffectionately 
call Red Valsen from the mines, rebel the 
ranks, violently projects his earlier rebellion against the 
trap life mining town against the symbols author- 
iy. Only Ridge, the pious Protestant and the 
pensive Jew manage rise somewhat above the down 

ward wrack and wrench life under fire. Brown 
Wyman fails physically operations, Roth 
falls mountain climb; three men dismal with weari- 


Ness and fear 


General Cummings deeply realizing 


tinez 
the 


his botched failure 


home seeks compensation the mathematic mar- 


Mailer 


tinet. His pleasures consist humiliating Hearn, the 
aide, masterminding the tactics campaign and 
dallying over the sexual symbolism artillery. The last 
represents frustration that trebles itself when returns 
from two-day absence find that Major Dalleson, the 
unthinking has broken the back the Jap- 
anese resistance. Hearn assigned combat duty where 
killed through Croft’s passion for action. Dalleson, 
slightly befuddled his goes back planning 
day-long, pointless programs for the occupation forces, 
while Cummings licks his wounds Headquarters, man 
shaken the roots his existence the ironies cir- 
cumstance. 

Far and away one the best books come out World 
War II, The Naked and the Dead suffers from the best- 
seller complex over-loading its guns with sex. Even 
the Dos Passos interludes the Time Machine which 
the author gives out the biographical data and the back- 
grounds his characters, manifest monotonous ten- 
dency exploit puberty and the marital relationship. 
There too, wordiness the writing that crops now 
and then despite the chiselled quality the dialogue, 
despite the subtle weaving the fabric each charac- 
ter’s psychology. Here again, the instress character 
misses fire the unified impact proportion. The inner 
tug and pull veers slightly one side times that the 
dramatic effect emerges little lopsided. 

First novels sometimes herald the appearance writer 
moment but the danger most them that they 
frequently need crutch which lean, some situation, 
plot character that acts guarantee for its appeal 
the public. The use melodrama the sensational 
for the sake loftier artistic end becomes understand- 
able and excusable under certain circumstances. How- 
ever, the tendency the modern novel guarantee 
popularity through the medium sex exploitation while 
understandable, neither excusable nor artistic. The 
early works Dostoievski, Tolstoi, Mann, and those 

Melville and Henry James stand singularly free this 
preoccupation with sex. Let the efforts the writer suc- 
ceed fail according his capacity for capturing the 
varied and integrated facets human nature—sex not 
excluded—and will effect contact with the totality 

the human person that makes the stuff great 
ture, not merely empiric report the biological urges 
man. 

Norman Mailer Brooklynite with Harvard Degree 
Engineering, rifleman from Leyte, Luzon and 
Japan, ex-usher, soda-jerk, baker, cook, clerk, aerial pho- 
tography expert. His writing has the virtue honesty 
with forthright simplicity that first glance 
deceiving, asily does flow. can sustain the 
high quality his beginning, tone down the amber ac- 
centuation man merely animal, will undoubtedly 
produce balanced realism and acceptable, even 
distinctly superior literature, for his style seethes with 
inherent power. is, one the most talented, 
the most substantial the new generation writers. 
unfortunate fault that the tone The 
Naked and the Dead, its obscenity and general skuldud- 
dery, recommend only those professionally interested 


literature. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 


University Scranton 
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Venning, Hugh. The End. Desmond Stapleton. 
Apr. 30, 1948. 303p. $3.00. 

first novel Hugh Venning has written fantasy, 
projected one hundred years into the future, wherein are 
recounted the events leading the climax all earthly 
existence, the Last Day. Great Britain the scene the 
action, Great Britain where State Socialism the guise 
democracy completely dominates the life the indi- 
vidual for the efficient functioning the entire body 
politic. There are only three backward countries, i.e. 
Catholic, the Canada, Ireland and 
Poland where Benedict XX, the current Pope domi- 
ciled. The remainder the world with the exception 
Britain united into the Greater Roman Empire, frank 
dictatorship, where, under the rule 666, scientific ma- 
terialism has eliminated human personality even the 
extent replacing names with numbers. England all 
the modern scientific advances have been accepted, reli- 
gion has been painlessly and bloodlessly done away with, 
even eating, drinking and sleeping were optionally elimi- 
nated. However all seemed done with sort 
tongue-in-cheek attitude, sort conformance-to-form 
spirit and beneath the surface obvious statism there 
seemed linger Britons germ real freedom, 
thoroughly masked the spirit adherence orderli- 
ness. 

Thus then the world situation 2045 A.D. when 666 
announced the scheduled destruction three Cath- 
olic countries and demanded Seymour Pomfret, Eng- 
lish Prime Minister, the person Mr. Emmanuel, sort 
world-wide itinerant missionary who was about carry 
his hitherto unsuccessful mission England. Mr. Em- 
manuel, and the name significant, was thirty-three, born 
and reared Palestine, gentle, kindly 
attractive. had gathered band disciples about him 
and preached Christian truth the form somewhat 
nodernized version the Gospel parables. The Prime 
Minister consented keep him under surveillance but 
refused arrest and deport him. Like Pilate could 
see little wrong this just man and like Pilate was 
warned disturbed wife not hinder Mr. Emmanuel. 
After several meetings Pomfret was impressed that 
entered what knew was futile protest against 666’s 
action and was eventually followed all England. How- 
ever the Catholic countries were destroyed schedule 
and simultaneously, the Pope alone being persuaded 
seek refuge plane the last minute. Pomfret prepared 
receive the Pope refugee, knowing that this would 
only serve increase 666’s ultimate vengeance. 
Meantime Mr. Emmanuel has been pursuing his mission. 
With small band disciples from the Continent has 
been preaching the children generation which had 
not even knowledge God’s existence. the Gospel 
parables the form stories held his young listeners 
and through them gained entrance their parents’ minds 
and hearts. the slums worked, with the poor and 
the ignorant and then was invited Chequers the 
Prime Minister, which point his disciples deserted him, 
and there encountered the ruling class. The children 
were receptive, the adults less so. But then 666, from St. 
Peter’s Rome, announced himself God and demand- 
adoration from all peoples, threatening instant destruc- 
tion those who failed comply. 


national plebiscite only four per cent voted grant 
divinity 666 and they were transported small Chan- 


Venning McGuire 
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nel island. The remanider the people settled down 
await their appointed destruction. Then from the Brit 
Minister slum dweller men began examine ire 
hearts and what 'they found therein brought them trad 
Emmanuel and through him God. Mr. and 
was tempted 666 with all the power the world Amer 
withstood; modern Magdalene repented, sceptic unwill 
learned men, cultured men, unbelievers, ignorant, fou 
came God, though still there were some who emph: 
Mr. Emmanuel made one last great effort save the 
percenters but with little success. Then, the appointed 
day, returned London where, with Pope Benedict 
aided baptizing and comforting the faithful. ouraged 
while St. Michael and the angels had destroyed the 
666 the Coliseum and then the repentant came 
splendor from the East the Son Man the story 
with the phrase est.” 
central theme the career Mr. Emmanuel 
modern version, but course only pale reflection, 
our Lord’s public life. came pagan world, 
world trouble even though there was material 
perity, his mission was failure until the end, final eve 
lasting success was its crown. many Gospel scene 
are paraphrased modern setting that they cannot 
simple, human touch give man seemingly 
with spark the divine love for all humanity. 
and gentle with the individual man the 
unfailingly and unmistakably ironic describing the 
state which humanity had brought itself its 
dependence upon materialistic there 
sufficient essential goodness man rescue him 
his depths and give him final salvation when truth 
grace are brought. fantasy Mr. novel 
excellently done; makes entertainingly interesting 
results some modern trends. One minor fault mars 
excellence—a faulty job proof reading has resulted 
almost innumerable errors, most 
and harmless save for one page 280 seemingly Others, 
direct misquotation Scripture. general the his 
all though its treatment and humor will implici 
thoroughly appreciated adult minds. pAmerica 
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McGuire, Paul. Experiment World Order. Mor 


row. Apr. 28, 1948. 412p. $4.00. 


Australian-born Dominic Paul McGuire, historian 
political economist, lectured widely the United 

from 1936 1940. 1946 found him again the 

tions isolation-abandoning farmers who formed his johnny 
audience. The result much more than that. 
history the British system, exposition the progres 
Colonies tighten rather than loosen the ties that twenty-six 
the Commonwealth, attack blind nationalism 

lectual confusion, proposal for the United States that 


form with the British Commonwealth natural 
community lieu mechanical and faltering U.N. whom 
His first major thesis that country can live Cha 


miserable 
morning 


His second, that political nationalism has erected 
against cultural and economiic internationalism, the tru: 
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world peace and unity. Working out his points 
the British system, traces its growth during the First 
nine formed 1562 the African Company and the 
trading John Hawkins, characterized Mercan- 
and colonial trade monopoly. This was ended 
world American Revolution. The Second Empire, forced 
unwilling British hands prevent Napoleonic con- 
found the proper medium because 
emphasis sea-power and trade. The Third Em- 
the visibly emerged the hinging around Can- 
federation and the opening the Suez Canal. 
enedict Initiated with sense empire among the people, en- 
the sentiments within the supernational framework 
came the Commonwealth. Now the Third Empire col- 
story and the Fourth building. 


The splintering tendencies the Third Empire should, 
seemingly will, change wiser, stronger union. 
lection, This foreshadowed some the Dominions Com- 
monwealth Ministeries, the Commonwealth the 
Combined Staffs for the United King- 
final eve: dom and for the Dominions, precedent for Inter-Do- 
pel Secretariats. National Socialism must put 
aside, the state returned its proper function guardian 
and order rather than the great provider the 
ingly confused. Dollar hungry England and market hungry 
United States must get together for both survive. 
author Balkanization the Western Order, present 
the cultural, economic, military and political united front 
quell Russian expansion (already America’s door- 
sep over the Artic cap and Kamchatka, 500 miles from 
him United States Aleutian bases), the Marshal plan but 
truth feeble pump-primer. For success, must result 
novel open world economy with free movement and exchange 


mars international minded, free trade Americans 
esulted greet with delight this well developed, fact and theory 
book, based an_ assumption 
Others, with one eye the Supreme Court, will question 
the assertion that the American Constitution was the 
expression living society”. Some will resent 

implicit threat British-American trade war South 
McGuire’s suggestions are not followed. Not 


reading, compelling, provocative and timely. 
Peter Hogan, 

Mor St. Joseph’s Seminary, 

Washington, 
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the Gerald. The Song the Flea. 
the 22, 1948. 311p. $3.00. 


ormed his Johnny Pym, unproductive novelist and improvident in- 
shillings; rent payable advance), parlays suit- 
wornout clothing into redeemed typewriter and 
that shillings some dexterous shuffling pawn 
tickets. The object enable him complete novel 
States that had laudable ambitions and good inten- 
But one Pym’s past errors, prostitute with 
U.N. whom had lived for six weeks, turns disturb 
Chastely (he stays out all night) affords the 
one shelter for the evening and returns the 
the find that ungratefully she has lifted his type- 


Doubleday. 


Kersh 


writer. the behest Win’s wealthy and aggrieved 
stepfather, Pym declines prosecute her although 
known that she had given the machine pimp (Harry 
Fabian, Night and the City) for further pawning. Pym 
also makes the mistake receipting for large sum 
money given the stepfather repayment for certain 
loans previously advanced Win Joyce the old days. 
Pym befriends old woman Busto’s, gets drunk 
the proceeds the Win Joyce settlement, spends night 
jail, gets out bury the old woman, and falls heir 
manuscript melodrama which she had buried 
box. The police threaten disaster for Pym’s concealment 
Win’s felony but Proudfoot, decayed criminal lawyer, 
saves him and Win jailed. celebrate, Pym brawls 
once more, and, waking his room some form hang- 
creates uproar because someone has thrown out 
his rarely worked-on novel. The culprit happens 
new chambermaid named Annie who speaks popular 
song refrains and movie cliches, and who lives the 
rather innocent delusion that she the heroine Resur- 
rection, waiting for nobleman seduce her. Simpleton 
though she is, Johnny fails muster the will keep her 
out his bed, embracing her the temporary conviction 
that Dostoyevcky hero enfolding suffering hu- 
manity. 

Off and on, Pym sells few articles newspaper, 
accepts offer from Proudfoot translate German 
work science for new publishing company, 
comes strongly interested Proudfoot’s new secretary, 
person named Johanna. Johanna fine young woman 
who uses her maiden name because she has just naturally 
sloughed off snivelling husband. Pym sells the melo- 
drama that the old woman had given him aged 
actress who keeping young lover formerly ac- 
quaintance Pym. also discovers that Proudfoot’s 
job involves translating pornography gives that up. 
Somewhere about here American Henry Fabian has 
taken and launched trade the budding young harlot 
Katusha, known earlier the tale Annie. But she, 
simpleminded ever, locates client who authen- 
tically titled and wealthy continental who provides all 
her heart’s desires. Fabian forced fall back the 
cash Win Joyce who has, incidentally, inherited all 
her now deceased stepfather’s great fortune. 

Pym, heartened couple casual experiments 
Vamour with the forthright and upright Johanna, and 
enjoying the money receiving advance the 
production the play which had not (remember?) 
written, jolted threats law suit from the old author 
woman’s sons. Broke again, finds the way clear 
take title Johanna because her castoff husband has had 
the good grace hit bus. Unfortunately, this 
had happened while was fleeing from the spot where 
had thrust knife between Johanna’s ribs (from the 
spot the street, course), but Johnny now has the 
chance kind Johanna and pay her hospital bills 
even though she had not been uniformly kind him. 
wind things up, Proudfoot carted off straitjacket 
because thinks God the Father, and Johnny dis- 
covers that there life deep the ice Antarctica 
which somehow does him good because then works all 
night his new novel and goes visit Johanna. 
There’s lot more, too; something must have happened 
about the acting people and on, but that’s the story 
more less appears The Song the Flea. 


A 


Now, Johnny Pym, you see, was good young man. 
made mistakes but his was heart gold. His conscience 
bothered him when saw what had become Annie- 
Katusha after what had done her. But his con- 
science quieted elderly adviser who shows that 
Annie would have become Katusha anyway, and that 
after all she had forced herself him. Johnny had really 
done nothing wrong. And on. Readers who are in- 
terested the theme stated Thornton Wilder “Of 
all the forms genius, Goodness has the longest awkward 
age”, are immediately referred that writer’s Heaven’s 
Destination and are hereby warned stay away from 
this present chaotic mess. 


That Gerald Kersh knows the London demi-monde 
proved the point the reader’s exhaustion Night 
and the City and Prelude Certain Midnight. has 
skill times the contrivance episodes. When 
caricatures did his earlier books there some 
point what does. that lacking The Song 
the Flea. This attempt Milne-Margery Sharp whimsy 
does not come pimping, assumption 
Deity madman, and casual fornication practiced 
the more exemplary characters are satisfactory matter 
novels when treated the manner Waugh. this 
omnisciently sentimental handling Gerald Kersh they 
are completely unpalatable. anyone taking The Song 
the Flea its face value might prove insidious but 
there the thought that the unwary, misled 
actionable publisher’s comparisons Dickens, will bog 
down the morass along about page 110, for can 
almost unconditionally guaranteed that the summation 
the plot presented here far less confused and maybe 
even more interesting than the novel itself. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York City 


INNER SANCTUM MYSTERY 


Wells, Anna Mary. Sin Angels. 
ter. May, 1948. 248p. $2.00. 


The first night Millicent French, famous English actress, 
starred the revival old American play New 
York, she forgot her lines completely that she had 
finish the play reading from the script her hand. Yet 
she had been playing that role Europe for three years. 
The second night the play ran, dead woman was found 
the star’s dressing room. None the cast and none 
the theater workers could would identify the corpse. 
The old Scotch doorman only deepened the confusion 
when said that addition the people hand for 
questioning had also admitted young woman, the 
protegee Millicent French, though both the star and her 
manager insisted that that young woman was 


England. 


Following the murder, two men entered the star’s circle 
acquaintances; the psychiatrist whom her man- 
ager had sent her the hope analyzing the amnesia 
which had ruined her opening night; and discreditec 
newspaper reporter who was attracted the smell 
murder and lingered admire the star’s bright eyes. 
And two men dropped out her circle, one through 
violence and one due process the law. 


Simon Schus- 


9 


a 


Most the early part the plot unfolded the 
seances between psychiatrist and patient, but the story 
progresses the author resorts some ancient devices for 
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props. Whereupon the reader’s credulity strained 
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Franken, Rose. The Marriage Claudia. 
hart. Apr. 29, 1948. 250p. $2.50. head? 


Claudia fans will welcome this latest addition the rel 
young American wife and mother. Claudia 
same appealing character, with added maturity bett 
coming this heroine four novels about radio. 
family. story not unusual, neither 

but the universality its daily occurrences will 

many sympathetic chuckle. 


» 


This woman’s novel, one that entertains 

Claudia Orphan Annie. She shows growth 

change she confronts the little emergencies and 
Volume 

triumphs that happen all. Claudia and David 

achieved measure security through fidelity, 

and love and their pattern for marriage good one. 


heir farm has been sold, David home from the issue. 
and Claudia’s own brief dramatic triumph over the sam 
own choice. Though third son arrives and review 
achieves success architect, Claudia learns that 
marriage safe from worries. She faces new 
concern for David’s When David finally- 
break down, she faces the catastrophe and grows 
meet it. With her new maturity, she recognizes 
source lean upon. God and His Will have been Adams, 
all along. Compassion for others outside her own 


The style the book seems light and frothy, but unde 
auer, 


neath are the serious undertones insight 


7 
marriage relationship. Claudia’s marriage 
example woman’s feelings, she tries protect 
own against disunifying forces. 
The dialogue, which dominates the narrative, Beard, 
and extremely amusing. highly sophisticated, 
with frequent double entendres and much the 1948 
variety vulgar humor. Only because these last 
would there any doubt about recommending 
most impressionable adolescent. 
7 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. The Case the 
Heiress. Morrow. Feb. 27, 1948. 272p. Conklin, 


Robert Caddo made greasy living out 1948. 
column for the lovelorn; but was not accustomed 
heiresses advertising for Ila 
young men contact her through his dismal little Crabb, 
cation. Could Perry Mason find out what the lessee 
Box was really to, and she was heiress Davis, 
Mason thought could, even didn’t Dudley, 
fancy the look the man. only took him few 
so, but the case refused close that easily. Mas} 


found himself swapping clients—Caddo for the bona Estes, 
heiress who had been saddled with extremely 
murder rap. The lean lawyer works all out with 
police case versimilitude, palming few extra 
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discomfit Lieutenant Tragg and Sergeant Holcomb 
customary climactic court scene. 


Mr. Gardner still operates his competent groove. The 
danger that the groove will wear too deep, the 
stick the record goes round and round. But, 
the formula bears up; the end product con- 
come off the line machine-tooled, but not jerry- 
dia This time secretary Della does little sleuthing 
her own. Can that romance going rear its 
Mr. Gardner going make the mis- 
the releasing this relationship from its platonic chry- 
audia Infernal Dis forbid! This sort moon-calf weak- 
better left the Feeta Feetas comic strip, pulp, 
radio. like our Della she is. 
Buffalo, New York 


CORRECTION 


Volume No. May 15, 1948, Frank Yerby’s The 
avid Hawk, was listed erroneously the Literary 
ity, Guild’s June selection. The correct June selection the 
one. Guild Pearl Buck’s Peony, reviewed the 
issue. 

over the same issue, credit was inadvertently ommitted for 
review Samuel Adams’ Plunder. The review was 
rns Phillips Temple the Georgetown University 
new 
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